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The Court observes that the protection of the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights does not cease in times of war, except by operation of Article 4 of
the Covenant whereby certain provisions may be derogated from in a time of
national emergency. ( § 25)
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In principle, the right not arbitrarily to be deprived of one's life applies

also in hostilities. The test of what is an arbitrary deprivation of life,

however, then falls to be determined by the applicable lex specialis,
namely, the law applicable in armed conflict which is designed to regulate
the conduct of hostilities.
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